Big goals, bold measures
Strong commitment, innovative
programs, and over $8 billion in
investments are getting results
and transforming Toronto into one
of the greenest cities in the world.
Our goal: reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 80 percent by 2050.

“

M a y o r’ s M e s s a ge
Climate change is the issue of our time, maybe
of all time. As Canada’s largest city we’re
focused on innovation, leadership, and results.

”

Toronto Mayor David Miller,
Chair of the C40 Cities
Climate Leadership Group

In 1988, Toronto hosted the first world conference
on global warming. And in 1991, Toronto was the
first city to establish an agency devoted solely to climate
change. Since then, we’ve built on our green traditions, creating new programs such as Live Green Toronto to engage the
public, and city-wide initiatives like Mayor’s Tower Renewal to
revitalize communities while reducing energy consumption.
The result? Over 1 million tonnes of greenhouse gas
reductions a year. We’re working with residents, community
groups, and businesses to fight global warming, and getting
results.

Toronto Environment Office
www.toronto.ca/environment
email: teo@toronto.ca

More Information

Toronto:
a low-carbon
city

Big goals, bold measures
Toronto Green Standard

Our made-in-Toronto approach to designing
environmentally friendly buildings and
landscapes, supported by financial incentives

$62 million fund

Zero-interest financing
for renewable energy and
energy efficiency upgrades
to not-for-profit and
government buildings

Mayor’s Tower Renewal
Private and public sectors
working together to turn over
1,000 inefficient apartment
buildings into vibrant green
communities

Live Green Toronto

Investing $20 million to
green Toronto’s homes and
businesses with innovative
projects like shared
geo-thermal systems
and green roofs

Canada’s
first urban wind
turbine

Public
reporting of
harmful
chemical use

500 retrofitted
City buildings

Doubling
our tree canopy
by 2050

Over 500 City facilities
upgraded to be
energy efficient

Doubling our city-wide
bike network to
1,000 km by 2012
Over 2,000
LED traffic
lights

Hybrid electric
powered
City vehicles

The first Blue
Flag beaches
in Canada

Largest public transit
expansion in North America

Transit City plan will add 120 km of
modern light rail public transit

Green roofs

Up to $100,000 per
installation for green and cool
roofs on industrial and
commercial buildings

Deep Lake Water Cooling
Cold lake water cuts
downtown office tower
energy use by 90 percent

Cutting greenhouse gas emissions by over 1 million tonnes a year
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692,000 tonnes
Cutting emissions from City operations by
30 percent from 1990 levels by:

• Powering Toronto City Hall with renewable
energy
• Switching to biodiesel, hybrid electric and
natural gas-powered buses, cars and trucks
• Upgrading over 500 city facilities to be
energy efficient
• Converting 2,000 traffic signals to LEDs

200,000 tonnes
400,000

Supporting energy efficiency upgrades in over
650 commercial and not-for-profit buildings with the
Better Buildings Partnership—established in 1996

151,000 tonnes

Recycling and composting over
375,000 tonnes of garbage annually

200,000

79,000 tonnes

Cutting electrical demand in downtown buildings by
90 percent by using lake water to cool office towers

14,000 tonnes
0

Cutting water use by almost 15 percent since 2001 with public
education, rebate programs, and downspout disconnections

Green facts about Toronto
• More solid waste diverted from
landfill than any major city in North
America, including over 200,000
tonnes of compost a year.
• With 464 million rides a year,
Toronto’s transit system is the third
largest in North America, after New
York and Mexico City.
• Toronto’s deep-lake water cooling
system is the largest in the world,
cooling downtown office towers
and reducing energy consumption
by 90 percent.

• A renewable energy leader with
the first urban wind turbine in
Canada and a 100 kilowatt solar
PV system, one of the largest in
the country.
• The Toronto Atmospheric Fund,
established in 1991, has funded
over 300 leading-edge projects
to reduce emissions and improve
air quality.
• Local food procurement policy is
the first for a major urban centre
in Canada.

• The first municipality in Canada to
require more than 5,000 businesses
of all sizes to publicly report their
use of harmful chemicals.

• Torontonians are innovators. Each
year, the Green Toronto Awards
recognize individuals, non-profits,
and businesses.

• Seven of Toronto’s beaches are Blue
Flag certified—the first in Canada to
achieve the international standard
for water quality.

• Toronto has received five Sustainable Community Awards from The
Federation of Canadian Municipalities (2001-2008) and numerous
public sector quality awards.

